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In the mean time we are glad to find the Dentists themselves are putting their shoulders to the wheel, and that, at least the well-educated portion of them, are protesting against the admission of persons to the practice of the art without examination or other guarantee of competency. They justly feel that, until some line of separation is drawn between the advertising quack or mere expert handicraftsman, the profession of surgeondentist can be scarcely said to exist. To this end they have established a journal, and although, in advocating their just claims, it has proved rather extreme in some of its denunciations and fanciful in some of its suggestions, its general tendency is well worthy of encouragement. Among the recommendations urged by the Forceps is the establishment of a College of Dentists ; but for this there exists neither materiel or necessity. The new medical examining board may be empowered to insist upon peculiar studies, and a particular examination on the part of such as intend to devote themselves to Dentistry; and, while it thus affords the public a guarantee of competency, will offer to the candidate a distinct professional status he can in no other way so effectually attain. It is truly stated in the publication in question, that the diploma of the College of Surgeons now held by many dentists, and which has been instrumental in procuring for some of them appointments, is no proof whatever of their skill or attainments in this branch of the profession. In the absence, however, of all tests of qualifications of any kind, it has proved some security to the public, that its holder has taken some pains to inform himself of the structure, functions, and surgical diseases of the human frame, and honorably distinguishes him from those who have not done so. We believe the interests of the public and of the dentist will be best consulted by insisting that his professional education shall, at all events in its preliminary stages, be the same as that of the members of other branches of the medical body.
Mr. Mortimer's little work is chiefly addressed to the public, and contains useful advice, some of which is not to be slighted even by professional persons. It is written in a high and proper tone, reprobating and exposing several of the quackish practices which are so much in vogue.
We select a few extracts.
Lancing the Gums.?" I stated it will be recollected that the teeth were situated beneath the gums in each jaw, and that it was the pressure of the edge of the tooth on the internal parts of the gum that caused the irritation and pain. Now the depth the tooth has to perforate being considerable, it stands to reason that if the gums are lanced at the first period of inflammation, they will reclose, and as often as the irritation returns, the operation must be repeated ; besides which the gums will become harder each time they re-unite. For, although not visible to the eye, a cicatrix is formed, which renders it still more difficult for the tooth to pierce them. The impropriety of performing the operation at this period must be evident, and will account for the bad practice complained of. But of a few years it will become so discoloured that it must be extracted. It will be asked how are sve to stop a tooth that is decayed at the side, when the proximity of the adjoining tooth is such that there is no possibility of getting at it ? Take a thin piece of Indian-rubber, place it between them, so that it shall fit tight, and the teeth will separate by degrees. It must be removed every morning, and a larger piece put in its place, and in three days there will be sufficient space to allow the decayed part to be removed, and the tooth to be effectually stopped. The surgical anatomy of the jaws and the various stages of the operation are clearly described. Five cases in which it was successfully performed are also given. Four of these consisted of osteo-sarcoma and one of spina-ventosa. In two, the superior maxilla was completely, and in one, partially extirpated. In one of the remaining cases a part, and in the other the whole, of the lower maxilla was removed. They form a valuable contribution to this branch of surgery, and do great credit to the surgical skill of the narrator.
